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Culturally Significant Wetland Plants

Based upon work done by William Tallbull, Assistant Professor of History-Dull
Knife Memorial College, and Chairman of the Northern Cheyenne Cultural Commission



in the late 1970’s and early 1980’s, it is possible to isolate wetland plants that are of cultural
significance for the Northern Cheyenne.

Tallbulls, Plant Lore of the Northern Cheyenne, outlines those plants found on the
Northern Cheyenne Reservation that have historically provided medicinal or food value to
Northern Cheyennes. Ultilizing an ethno-botanical approach, a list of plants was
accumulated through personal interviews with elders that are of significant cultural value. A
proportion of these plants are hydrophytic, and therefore are located within wetland or
riparian habitats.

Cross-referencing Plant Lore of the Northern Cheyenne with Classification and
Management of Montana’s Riparian ands Wetland Sites and the National List of Plant
Species that occur in Wetlands, produced the following list of Wetland Flora that are
Culturally Significant to the Northern Cheyenne.



